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1. SUMMARY: PRAVDA COMMENTARY ON MAY 23 ALLEGING U.S. 

INTEREST IN USE OF SOUTH AFRICAN PORTS SEEMS TO BE PART OF 
DEVELOPING PATTERN OF CRITICISM OF U.S. ACTIVITIES ALONG 
SOUTHERN PERIMETER OF AFRO-ASIA. EMBASSY VIEWS THIS AS FURTHER 
EVIDENCE OF SOVIET SENSITIVITY REGARDING INDIAN OCEAN. END 
SUMMARY. 

2. POLITICAL COMMENTATOR VLADIMIR OZEROV CONTENDS IN MAY 23 
ISSUE OF PRAVDA THAT POLITICAL CHANGE IN PORTUGAL, AND PRO- 
BABLE EFFECTS OF THIS CHANGE IN SOUTHERN AFRICA. HAS PUSHED 
SOUTH AFRICA FURTHER INTO POLITICAL ISOLATION. OZEROV ALLUDES 
TO RECENT U.S. VISIT OF TWO SOUTH AFRICA OFFICIALS AND ACCUSES 
SOUTH AFRICA OF FRANTICALLY ATTEMPTING TO FIND WAY OUT OF 
DILEMMA BY TRYING TO STRIKE A DEAL WITH THE PENTAGON, OFFERING 
USE OF ITS PORTS TO U.S. NAVY IN RETURN FOR PENTAGON'S SUPPORT 
FOR CREATION OF AN "IRON FIST" WHICH WOULD ENSURE SOUTH AFRICA 
SECURITY AND CONTINUITY OF ITS RACIST POLICIES. HE 
CHARACTERIZES THIS EFFORT AS AN ATTEMPT TO PREPARE FOR POSSIBLE 
"OPEN MILITARY INTERVENTION" FROM ACROSS THE OCEAN (IZ-ZA 
OKEANA) TO FORESTALL ANY CRISIS WHICH MIGHT DEVELOP IN OR 
AROUND SOUTH AFRICA. 

3. OZEROV ASSESSES THAT PENTAGON USE OF ITS PORTS WOULD MAKE 
POSSIBLE FULFILLMENT OF PENTAGON STRATEGISTS’ INTENTIONS 
REGARDING SOUTH ATLANTIC AND INDIAN OCEAN. HE CONTENDS THAT 
THIS SOUTH AFRICA OFFER WILL FIND SUPPORT IN MILITARIST 

NATO CIRCLES, SINCE NATO IS NOW CONSIDERING BROADENING AREA 
OF NAVAL OPERATION IN SOUTH ATLANTIC. OZEROV ENDS WITH 
WARNING, COUCHED IN USUAL TERMS, THAT INCREASED MILITARY 
COOPERATION BETWEEN NATO AND SOUTH AFRICA COULD SERIOUSLY 
AGGRAVATE TENSIONS IN THAT PART OF THE WORLD. 

4. COMMENT: WE ARE SEEING INCREASED SOVIET CRITICISM OF 
ALLEGED U.S. INTENTIONS REGARDING ESTABLISHMENT OF OFFSHORE 
LINES OF DEFENSE ALONG THE ENTIRE SOUTHERN PERIMETER OF AFRO- 
ASIAN CONTINENT: CONTINUING CRITICISM OF BUILDUP OF FACILITIES 
ON DIEGO GARCIA: RED STAR COMMENTARY ON APRIL 28 "REVEALING" 
ALLEGED U.S. .PLAN TO ESTABLISH A DEFENSE LINE GUAM-SAIPAN- 
PALAU; AND THIS WARNING ON NAVAL COOPERATION WITH SOUTH AFRICA. 
THIS GENERAL PATTERN REFLECTS INCREASING SOVIET SENSITIVITY 
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REGARDING INDIAN OCEAN AS WELL AS APPROACHES TO INDIAN OCEAN. 
EMBASSY HAS ALREADY POINTED OUT (REFTEL) GREAT IMPORTANCE TO 
USSR OF INDIAN OCEAN AS STRATEGIC LINE OF COMMUNICATION BETWEEN 
EUROPEAN AND FAR EASTERN USSR. 
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